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WALKING THE QUILT
(The NAMES PROJECT, AIDS Quilt)

incomprehensible size does not cauterize;
this room throbs with unreprieved tales
of harbors and streets, palettes and boots
related to an emptiness that names itself

- this purple slash riots like laughter
- along the careful names I carefully read
- unknowing yet kin-known through and through-
- gilt could not mean more

this is a beachwalking among the dead
full of wise driftwood and sudden wind,
memory without decay, sunset sans romance,
the accompaniment of one's need to know

- musical notes plummet down the sewn edge
- where this devotee of blues forever meets
- a benefactor of rainbows, such smiles
- one would grope blind alleys to find

tissue boxes bespeak the common round;
these silent, gentle faces freely give
like abolished forests creating their last air
before the saw's undebatable limitation

- sometimes something scarlet beaks forward
- across panels of mesmeric sorrow;
- I founder as in a valley whose mountains
- have wept their entire faces all down

helpers dressed in reality patiently groundskeep
the long rows shockingly cruciform,
attention's punctuation marking the ways
every one of us came together here

- teddybears and glitter, denim and books,
- the told lives irreducibly braved, these panels
- I walk my sisterhood along, distance and memory
- joined with unimpeachable love

PAT EVERITT
Orinda, California
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